
Brenda Mainwaring of 
Union Pacific introduced 

TBLC Chairman, Gay 
Gaddis of T3.

Gay Gaddis took a moment during 
one of the breaks to sign books for 

audience members.

Erik Nieves of PlusOne Robotics (left), Mario Lozoya of Toyota North America (middle), and Bob 
Doyle of the Association for Advancing Automation (right) explored how automation and robotics 

would effect the future of workforce development.TBLC members, lege staff, and 
stakeholders visited with Sen. 

Dawn Buckingham at the Policy 
Summit 2018 reception.
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TBLC members, legislative staff, 
Texas business leaders and 

stakeholders filled the room for 
Policy Summit 2018.

TBLC Chairman Gay Gaddis 
kicked off Policy Summit 2018 

and discussed her book, Cowgirl 
Power.

Stacy Hock of Texans for 
Education Opportunity during 
Q&A with Austin City Council 

Member Ellen Troxclair.

Keynote lunch speaker Austin City Council 
Member Ellen Troxclair discussed recently 

passed local laws and how they effect Texas.

TBLC member and Economist Jason Schenker 
sat down with Comptroller Glenn Hegar to 

discuss the future of work in Texas.

Dr. David Gardner of the TX Higher Ed Coordinating Board (left), Rex Gore of PelotonU (middle 
left), Dr. James Pennebaker of UT Austin (middle right) talked about how to better educate a 21st 

century workforce with moderator Jason Schenker (far right) of Prestige Economics.

Thank you to our speakers, 
sponsors, and audience members 

for making PS18 a success.

TBLC members Randy Best, Mark 
Brooker, Renard Johnson, and 
guests applauding Troxclair.

Guests, speakers, TBLC members, 
and lege during the post PS18 

reception.

Audience members 
engaging with speakers 

during Q&A.



P O L I C Y  S U M M I T  2 0 1 8  R E C A P
On Tuesday, February 27th the TBLC held its 3rd Annual Policy Summit at the Stephen F. 
Austin InterContinental Hotel in Austin, Texas. The summit’s agenda explored how changing 
demographics, technologies, and policies are setting the Lone Star State up for economic success 
through growth in productivity and this productivity will come in the form of systems automation. 
In order for Texans to keep up, students of all ages will need to “robot-proof” themselves through 
continuing education and skills training.

Policy Summit 2018 kicked off with a lunch featuring special remarks from Chairman Gay Gaddis 
who is currently on tour with her new book Cowgirl Power: How to Kick Ass in Business and 
Life. She discussed Texas grit and determination, leveraging her strengths and minimizing her 
weaknesses, and her challenges navigating the business of book sales. Keynote remarks were given 
by Austin City Council Member Ellen Troxclair who discussed which governing entities are best for 
job growth – state or local. The Council Member shed light on how Austin and other major Texas 
cities are pushing anti-business policies aimed to disincentivize economic growth. Most recently, 
Austin created an ordinance which mandates that employers within the city limits must provide 
paid sick leave to its employees, raising again the issue of state vs. local control.

After a brief break the group reconvened for a panel discussion titled, “The Future of Work: 
Automating Prosperity” featuring Bob Doyle with the Association for Advancing Automation, Mario 
Lozoya with Toyota, and Erik Nieves with PlusOne Robotics. Moderated by TBLC President Justin 
Yancy, the group discussed the realities of robots in the workplace as tools to assist the workforce, 
the need for skilled labor to work with emerging technology, and the lack of school resources and 
curriculum to better train the workforce. Robots will not be taking jobs, in fact, quite the contrary; 
the lack of a properly trained workforce will stifle employment.

We were then joined by Comptroller Glenn Hegar who sat down with TBLC member and 
Economist Jason Schenker to discuss Texas’ changing industry demographics. The Comptroller 
has been visiting manufacturers this past winter and shared that their industry is growing and that 
the federal tax cuts helped to expand their business here in Texas. The Comptroller and Schenker 
also discussed why the Texas GSP is increasing in manufacturing while the percentage of Texas 
jobs in decreasing – one could surmise capital improvements in automation might have something 
to do with it – as well as growing opportunities in the labor market, especially for those who are in 
business services and the medical field.

Finally, our last panel of the day titled, “Educating a 21st Century Workforce for the Jobs of 
Tomorrow” tied a bow on the day’s proceedings with a hopeful message that education and skills 
development is the secret for long-term success.  Panelists included Dr. David Gardner of the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board; TBLC Member and Co-founder of PelotonU, Rex Gore; and 
Dr. James Pennebaker of the University of Texas at Austin. Moderated by Jason Schenker, the 
group discussed innovations in learning and the teaching of college level courses. So much can 
be done online now that the college of the future may have more of an “on-demand” component 
rather than the regimental schedule students are accustomed to today. Lifelong learning was also 
emphasized to keep employees’ skills sharp and dynamic.

Policy Summit 2018 closed with a reception attended by Texas State Senator Dawn Buckingham 
and Texas State Representative Paul Workman. The event had 110 attendees total and included just 
over one-third of the TBLC’s members.


