
86TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
RECAP
The 86th Legislature adjourned Sine Die on May 27, 2019. Each legislative session is said to have 
a distinctive personality and, thankfully, the disposition of the 86th for the most part provided 
civility and accomplishment. The TBLC’s priorities fared well in multiple areas. The TBLC’s largest 
accomplishment this session was with HB 3 – school finance reform. The TBLC was engaged 
before and throughout the legislative debate with a priority to structure a school finance system 
that focused on student outcomes and success. In addition, less high profile but very important 
measures were accomplished with multiple bills focusing on increasing pathways to student 
success. The TBLC was also very active and successful in the areas of infrastructure (water), 
economic development, and cybersecurity.

Our priorities focused on many of the most important challenges faced by the State of Texas. The 
TBLC developed and supported ideas that center on real mechanisms to increase postsecondary 
success, ensure that our complex system of water supply continues to progress, keep Texas 
competing for business growth and expansion, and better protect our most sensitive data.

Independently and through coalitions of like-minded organizations, the TBLC worked to promote 
sound public policy through a regular and extensive series of meetings with legislators and staff, 
public testimony, and technical assistance.

Included below is an outline of the legislation signed into law by Governor Abbott associated 
with our priorities. Please contact TBLC president Justin Yancy if you have any questions or 
would like to discuss the session’s outcomes in more detail.
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TBLC RECOMMENDATIONS
9 Support efforts to enhance high quality pre-k programs.
9 Support funding for full-day pre-k programs.
9 Support comprehensive school finance reform.
9 Support differentiated pay scale for teachers.

Associated Legislation Signed by the Governor -

HB 3: A comprehensive overhaul of Texas’ Public School Finance system that includes a focus on outcomes 
and student success.

Includes - 

Full day Pre-K funding for all low-income students and English language learners; Increased funding 
for dual language to incent districts to adopt effective, research-based practices; Additional funding for 
dyslexia identification and support; New reading standards for K-3 students and districts must prioritize 
placing “highly effective teachers” in K-2 classrooms.

Outcomes funding for every student who graduates high school and is college or career ready, and enters 
college, the military, or seeks an industry certificate; Funding for first GED test for those 21 or older to assist 
dropouts in receiving their diploma; Expansion of career/technical education (CTE) funding into middle 
school.

Funding to increase educator pay, prioritizing educators with 6+ years of experience; State funding for 
districts wishing to implement a multi measure educator evaluation system; Salary increase is 2x to 3x 
higher if educator teaches at a low income or rural school; Funds for mentoring new teachers.

Increase in per student discretionary funding; Increase in the compensatory education weight for low-
income students, with the higher end of that range directed toward students living within highest levels of 
concentrated poverty.

TBLC RECOMMENDATIONS
9 Strengthen K-12 and postsecondary linkages to improve educational opportunity and outcomes. 
9 Improve efficiency and transparency with regard to portability of credits and credentials.
9 Improve and strengthen education and workforce alignment.

Associated Legislation Signed by the Governor -

HB 277: Online admission application forms for public institutions of higher education must now include a 
link to comparative gainful employment data.

HB 1891: Provides an exemption from the assessment requirements of the Texas Success Initiative for 
students who achieve a certain score on a high school equivalency examination.

SB 25: Facilitates the transfer, academic progress, and timely graduation of students in public higher 
education through common sense, transparent policy and communication.

SB 1276: Improves outcomes for students taking dual credit programs by strengthening partnerships 
between school districts and institutions of higher education.

SB 1324: Requires the filing of a degree plan by students taking dual credit coursework associated with 
public institutions of higher education.

TBLC RECOMMENDATIONS
 9 Accelerate the deployment of smart infrastructure investments by updating policies and practices 

that impede progress.

Associated Legislation Filed without Governor’s Signature -

HB 1964: Exempts certain applications for a minor amendment to a surface water permit from requirements 
for a hearing or technical review.  Expedites the surface water right permitting process which is essential to 
implementing water infrastructure projects, including those in the Texas State Water Plan.

EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE

INFRASTRUCTURE (WATER)



TBLC RECOMMENDATIONS
 9 Support continued fiscal stewardship in managing the corpus of the State Water Implementation 

Fund for Texas (SWIFT), and continued implementation of projects included in the State Water 
Plan and financed through SWIFT.

Associated Legislation Signed by the Governor -

HB 807: Requires the TWDB to create an Interregional Planning Council consisting of a member of each 
regional water planning group to improve coordination, facilitate dialogue, and share best practices 
among regions. Regional water plans must identify unnecessary or counterproductive variations in 
drought response strategies. For a regional water planning area with significant identified water needs, 
the potential for ASR must be assessed.

TBLC RECOMMENDATIONS
 9 Support statewide coordination to plan for and respond to floods impacting Texas.

Associated Legislation Signed by the Governor -

SB 7: Authorizes the TWDB to enter into contracts with political subdivisions to finance flood control 
planning. If approved by voters, establishes a Flood Infrastructure Fund (FIF) to provide low interest 
loans and grants to a water district or authority, municipality, or county. Creates a Texas Infrastructure 
Resiliency Fund administered by TWDB with four accounts: Floodplain Management; Hurricane Harvey; 
Federal Matching; Flood Plan Implementation.

SB 8: Required the TWDB to prepare and adopt a state flood plan that incorporates regional flood plans. 
The board shall designate flood planning regions corresponding to each river basin, provide technical 
assistance to the regional planning groups and adopt guidance principles in coordination with other listed 
state agencies.

Must be Approved by Voters during Constitutional Amendment Election -

HJR 4: A constitutional amendment is proposed to create a flood infrastructure fund to be administered 
by the TWDB to provide financing for a drainage, flood mitigation, or flood control project, including 
planning and design activities.

TBLC RECOMMENDATIONS
 9 Support an investment in science necessary to address water challenges facing the state. 

Specifically, support an investment of state fiscal resources to update maps related to flood plains, 
as well as the updating of Groundwater Availability Models and Water Availability Models.

Associated Legislation Signed by the Governor - 

HB 723: Requires and provides funding for the TCEQ to obtain or develop updated water availability 
models for the Brazos River, Neches River, Red River, and Rio Grande. The legislation represents the first 
appropriation for updating the state’s Water Availability Models (WAMs) since 1997.

TBLC RECOMMENDATIONS
 9 Through modern science and innovation, strive to implement strategies that capture excess flows 

resulting from floods, to increase water supply, needed during times of drought.

Associated Legislation Signed by the Governor - 

HB 720: Authorizes the appropriation of water for aquifer recharge. Recharged water loses its 
classification as state water and is considered percolating groundwater. Prescribes procedures for an 
application for an aquifer recharge project aimed to capture and store excess flows.

INFRASTRUCTURE (WATER) CONT.



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

TBLC RECOMMENDATIONS
 9 Preserve competitive tax incentives used to support corporate expansion, corporate relocations, 

and job growth by reauthorizing Chapter 312 of the Tax Code (the Property Redevelopment and 
Tax Abatement Act).

Associated Legislation Signed by the Governor - 

HB 3143: Reauthorizes and provides additional transparency to the Property Redevelopment and Tax 
Abatement Act (Chapter 312 of the Tax Code).

TBLC RECOMMENDATIONS
 9 Maintain a competitive Texas Enterprise Fund with a minimum balance of $200M for the biennium.

Associated Legislation Signed by the Governor - 

HB 1: General Appropriations Bill includes $74M in additional funding for the Texas Enterprise Fund 
bringing its balance to $150M for the biennium.

CYBERSECURITY

TBLC RECOMMENDATIONS
 9 Support legislation that increases cybersecurity preparedness, education, and training throughout 

state government.

Associated Legislation Signed by the Governor - 

SB 64: Implement improvements and necessary updates to state law that stem from the Senate Select 
Committee on Cybersecurity (Committee created by HB 8 during the 85th Legislature).

SB 819: Relates to improving electronic information and processes at the Texas Department of 
Information Resources.

HB 3834: Requires that certain state and local government employees and state contractors complete a 
cybersecurity training program certified by the Department of Information Resources.

HB 3875: Requires cloud compatibility of certain state agency information technology purchases.

The TBLC had a very successful legislative session thanks to you, our members, providing effective 
and common sense recommendations to the Texas Legislature.  Significant progress has been 
made with our school finance system, clearer pathways for student success, preserving tools of 
statewide economic growth, and through enhancing our cybersecurity measures.

The TBLC is the voice of Texas business leaders and with another successful legislative session 
we will move forward, stronger than ever, as we continue our mission to build a more globally 
competitive Texas.

CONCLUSION


